This option course for advanced BA Politics students explores how an identity perspective can be useful for understanding international politics. It unpacks the concept of identity and its sources -parameters forming conceptions of Self and Other -and discusses how they affect our ontology of various actors, their behaviour and how they relate. Building on the tradition of constructivist scholarship in International Relations (IR), this course has two main aims: First, to conceptually explore the different ways identities form and how this process affects social life, drawing on insights from philosophy, social theory and psychology. This will introduce students to various parameters and processes of identity politics like bordering, bonding, discrimination and socialization. Second, the course will discuss how these play out in phenomena of conflict/violence and cooperation/integration in various sites of international relations, foreign policy and nationalism. Throughout, students will be asked to also consider the ethical dimension of identity politics.
Each student will be designated discussant once. The task of the discussant is to start-off debate in tutorials by posing and addressing two to three sharp questions arising out of the required readings and against the backdrop of the lecture. These questions can be critical (expressing disagreement with the argument), or supplementary (adding an aspect you think is missing). Discussants may also ask for clarification on a key aspect of the assigned text (there is always something). The discussant should not be tempted to give a presentation. Student work will be assessed as follows: -Essay (3,000 words): 40% -Exam (two questions): 60%
Students must write one 3,000 word paper on a topic exploring a phenomenon in international politics from an identity perspective. Topics must be selected from the syllabus and students must formulate a particular question which the essay engages. Students must submit their chosen topic to the course convener by 4 December 2012 for approval.
The paper must be submitted online and is due on 15 January 2013. This deadline will only be extended under exceptional circumstances and applications will need to be made in writing with supporting material through the Faculty Office. Late essays for which no extension has been given will be penalised at two percentage points per day as required by SOAS regulations. Students are also reminded that plagiarism, the unacknowledged and nonattributed copying of the work and/or ideas of another author, is an examination offence and suspected cases will be submitted to the Registry. 
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